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l1:wingrl'!cch·c<l a majority of all the votes, the 8cnnte proceed-
1~1 to the third ballot, when it appcart•d that Mr. Tong rcceh·
one ,·otc, l\[r. ~IcAuelln·ccein:d ten \'ot1•s, .Mr. Conner rccci,·-
1•cl four \'O!Cl.'; whereupon. l\f r. l\fcAnclly hn ving r<·ccivrd a. 
rn~jority of nil the votes, wn-; declnrnd July and conslitutiona.l
Iy elected Door Keeper of the Senate. 

On motion of' :\lr. \t'aiiact• the olficrr·i; elected came for
wnrcl and took th e oath ol' otlh•c. 

l\lr. Park<'r offned the following Husolutio11, 
"Hrsoh-ed, by the l:;enate, that the 1·ulcu of the last Senate 

govern dlll'ing the prf"~ent scl'sion, nrul I hut the Sccrrtnry pro
l~ure a copy for each Senator." \Vltich was laid upon the ta
hie. 

On motion of'~fr. \Villinm~ou, n <'ommittrt> was ·appointed 
to wait upon the House of' Reprci;entn.ti\'es. and inform · that 
body. tlmt the Senn.le was organize<l uncl rt•ncly lo proceed to 
business. J\lcssrs. \Villiamson, Clark rind .McHuc were ap
pointed said committ<'e. 

On motion of ~Ir. Wallace n. committee was appointed to 
act in conjunction with a committee on the part of the House 
ofRf"prt•sentl\tivcs and inform his l;tccll1!ney, tlw Governor, 
that lhe twollouses oJ'LhcLegislaturo were organized and ready 
to rrceive any communication he maylwvP. lo make. Messrs. 
\Vnllncc, Dancy and Grimes wcrn n.ppointcd i;aicl Committee~ 

On motion of J\lr. Williamson the 8ennlc adjourned until to
mo1•row morniug, 9 o'clock. 

W ed1w5dny 9 o'clork, A. l\I. 
December 15th 18-17. 

Senat~ met-roll called-tho following Senators answered 
to their nnmt•s; 

.MC!> ri-;. Abbott, Bourland, llra hear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Grimes, Jewett. McTiae. J.\'nxarro. Perkins, Parker, Williams, 
Wootten. "'nlla•:f'! and Williamson-quorum present. 

?l!r. I.nae W. Drasbear, Senator from the district of Harr.is . 
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appeared, presented his credentials, took the oath prescribed 
by the constitution and his seat. 

A committee from the House of Representatives announcrtl 
to the Senate, that the House of'Hepresentatfres was organiz· 
ed and ready to pt·occ::ed to business. 

Mr. ·wallace presented the prtition of sundry individual<.1 
pra.1ing that Franklin B. Sexton, a citizen of the to\\--n of San 
Augustine, under the age of'tw1mty-onc years, l>e permittetl to 
pt'actice ]aw. which was read and laid on the table. 

~Ir. Cuny introduced a Joint Resolation for the relief ot the 
citizens of'l'exas, who bad their property destroyed nnd takt!n 
off by the Mexican government during the reTolution; read l"t 
time. 

A committee from the House of ReprcsentatiYe.s requc!<le<I 
the Senate to met>t the House, in the lleprcsento.ti ve Hall at 
3 o'clock to-cla.y, for the purpose of electing a Senator to rep
resent the State of Texas, in tho Congress of the United Stace•; 

.Messrs. Parker, Perkins and Williams were appointed a. 
committee to inform the House of Representath"es. that the 
Senate accept the invitation of the Hoose of Representative..: 
to go into the election of n. Senator to the United States Con
gress, at 3 o'clock to-day. 

A message was received from tho House of R~presentativc..~ 
through its Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sf'nuk 
that a committee consisting of Messrs. Willie, \Vebb nnd Tay
lor had been appointC'd on tho part of the House to a.ct in con· 
junction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, to 
wait on His Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that the 
two Houses were organized and ready to receive any commu
nication he might h1wc to make. 

The committee appointed to act in conjunction with a. lik~ 
committee on the part of the House to inform his Exct:ll('ncy 
the GoYcrnor, of the organization of both Houses of tho Lr~
islature, asked leave of absence to perform that duty, which 
was granted. 

The committee returned anJ reported duty performed. and 
that His Excellency tbe Governor informed them. that he would 
make a communication to both Hcuses of the l;f'gislature nt 
l1alf past 2 o'clock to-day. 

A mcs,,age was receh-ed from the House through its Chier 
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Clerk, Mr. Ben: F. Hill, furnishing the Senn.te with th_e follow
ing list ol' officers elect, of the House of Representatives. 

Hon. James \V. Henderson, Speaker. 
l\fr. Ben. F. Hill, Chief Clerk. 

" E. S. C. Robertson, as:;istant Clerk. 
" John D. Pitts, Engrossing Olel'k. 
" A. G. Kimbell, Enrolling Clerk. 

" \Villiam Hardeman, Se1·geant-at-arms. 
" William Cockburn, Door Keeper. 

The 8ecretary was directed to furnish llis Excellency the 
Governor and the House of Representatives with a list of the 
officers elect of the Senate. · 

l\Ir. Dancy moved that the Senate now proceed to the elec
tion of a Chaplain; which was l'Cjected. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until half 
pnst 2 o'clock, p. m. 

Half past 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Senate met; roll en.lied; quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. Parker the Senate repaired to the House 

of Representa.ti ves. 
The message of Hi~ Excellency the Governor was received 

and read, and is as follows: 

ExECUTIVE OFFICE, AusTls, TEXAS. l 
Wednesday, December, 15, 1847. ~ 

Gentlemen of tile Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

In again greeting the Representath·es of the people of Tex
as, I congratulate you upon the prosperous and happy condi
tion of our country. 

At no period since the people of Texas declared their lnde
prndence and established a government of their own choice, 
has their Legislature met under circumstances better calcula
ted to call forth their unbounded gratitude and praise to the 
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great Creator and Ruler oft he Unfrers('. Let us in\'oke a con· 
tinuancc of the favors of Ilenve11, and so conduct ourselves ns 
a people that we may deserve its bounties. 

As my official connection with you is about to terminate, in 
making this communication, imposed upon me l.iy the Gonsti
tution. I will confine it chiefly to such measures as h~we been 
acted upon since the adjournment of' our last Legislature; lea
ving it with my successor to direct you1· attention to i;;uch other 
subjects for your consideration as he may think t'equires lcgis
ti vc action. 

About the close of the last session of our Legislature, it was 
announeed that the Mexican army ha<l commenced hostilities 
ago.inst the United States by attncking her troops on the 
Rio Grande within the limits of the State of Texas. At the 
same time a requisition was made upon the Executive of Tex
as for two thoui;an<l men.to aid in the defence of our country. 
That call upon the chi\'alry 1t11d patriotism or ou1· citizens was -
nobly responded to by them. The termination oftbe campaign 
against l\lontercy which redounded sO much to tho glory of 
this nntion, and tl1e part taken in it by our citizen soldiers is 
w ell lmown to yon nil. (.~uh•crsal and almo::.t unparalleled suc
c~ss bns c.rowncd the Americnn arm:;, since the commence
ment of tbcMcxica.n war, and proclaims the j u:.tness of our cause. 

'l'bo battles of Palo Alto, fiesaca do Ja Palma, l\Ionterey, 
Bnrna Vista, Yem. Cruz, Cerro Gorda anrl the city of Mexico, 
have entwined new lam·els around the American name, and 
confirms the well placed conficlcnco of oar government and 
people in the bravery and patriotism of our regular and 
oil Lr.en soldiers. It is interesting to tbcChristianand the benevo
lent to see the humanity with which this war has been con
ducted on the part of the American Go\·ernmcnt; a war, too, 
which has been forced upon us by that vain-glorious nation, by 
the many injuries whicbshe has heaped upon citizens of the Uni
ted States. and the i nsu I ts which she has so repeatedly offered to 
our otliccrs and Go,·ernment, and finally by attacking and ma
king wnr upon our army within our own territory. Bnt why 
should J recur to facts which are so familiar to you alll It is 
not necessary to make an argument to justify this war before 
the people of Texas. W e have all seen and felt the injustice 
of l\Icxico, and fully justify every act of our Government .to
wards that people. If we could consent to take any exception 
to the coµrse pursued, it would be against the forbearance 



IO 

shewn by our Government. and its Ion~ submh;sion to the re· 
pealed insults offered our ministers sent to treat with Mexico 
for an amicable adjustment of all di,putcs between the two na
tions, a. course which was dictated doubtle&; hy a feeling of 
humanity towards a vain and weak people. It is the 
privilege and it is the duty of every citizen to oppose the 
commencement or declaration of a war which he believes to 
be unjust-or unnecessary, for wur is at all times an evil which 
should be a\•oidecl so Ion; as forbearance is not the greater 
evil, but it is the duty of every citizen, whatever may be his 
opinion in regard to the nece.sity or justness of the war, to give 
to his Govc•rnmcnt his support, whenever she voluntarily or 
by compul:sion engages in such a contest; and I sincerely hope 
and bcliovc that there is no citizen of Texas so lo:t to his own 
interest and dur y, or whose mind is so deeply imbued with trea
son as to be opposed to thevigoroui; prosecution of this war, or to 
refuse to aid in the prosecution of auy other, whi-Oh his Govern
ment may think proper to enter into, whether it was waged in 
defence of his own individual rights, or in the protection of the 
spinning Jennies of abolitionists. It sufficient for us now to 
know that our Government is engaged in wa1· with Mexi
co. Jn the rc. ... ult of this war, the people of 'l'eX3.$ have and 
feel a. deep interest, and it our duty to give to our Go,ernment 
in this contest our utmost energies. 

ln complying with 1 he various requisitionR made upon the 
Executive of the State for troops, since tho commencement of 
the war', much inconvenience has been experienced in provi
ding for tht' men, and forwarding them to the place or rendez
YOUt!. no means having been plac<'d at the command of tho Ex
ecutive hy the LPgislaturc, to cll'fra.y such expenses. Conse
quently, the whole of that burtben has fallen on a l'rw imJivid
un.ls, who ha Ye generously parted with their property for that 
purposr, but few of whom ha,·e been paid for the same.
Such expenses should be shared equally by all. The General 
Go\"C~rnment is liable to, and will pay those charges, hut it is 
impossible for her to pay them in the first instance. And as it is 
believed that the condition of our State Treasury is now such, 
as to enable us to pay the expenses which have been thus in
curred. I would rei.pectfully suggest, that an appropriation be 
made for that purpose, and bold the same as a. claim against 
the General Government. 

The Mexican nation being vain of its own strength and 
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gr~atness, and ignorn.ntof tbe capacity of the United States,. 
will doubtless be disposed to continue the wnr for some time 
to come, and as other calls mar ht• made upon our State for 
troops, I most earnestly urge upon you the necessity of placing 
ample means at the command of my successor, to t>oable him 
to forward to the place of rendezvous with promptness. such 
forces as may hercaftel' be called for from 't'c:xll~. to participate 
in the war, or to guard our frontier. Any nc.Jvancc8 ma.de by 
the Btate for these purposes, will be refunded by thE' the Gener
al Government. 

About the close of the last or the beginning of the present 
year, I learned through the newspaper ·, thn.t Gen<'ral Kear
ney, who was in chief command of the united States forces in 
~a.nta. Fe ha.d there established a TerritQrinl Government, 
within the limits of the State of Texas, and ha"ing learned 
throu~h the same sourct>. that some alarmiu~ demonstra
tions b!ld been made in the Congrc softheUnitt>d ~tak's, soon af
ter the commencement of the last session, which seemed to 
quc.<;tion the right of Texas to that Territory, and claim it as 
territory which was conquered by, and belonged to the 
United ::)tntes. exchr.iive of the rights and j urisdiction of Texas 
over the same, and having hncJ no explanation of that 
act on the part of the General Governm<Jnt, nor any as
surance of its ultimate design, !regarded it ns the duty of the 
Executive ol' the ~tate, to nssert in due timl1, our unquestiona.
h lo right to tl1c soil and jurisdictio11 over that country. I ac
cordingly addres~ed a communication upon the suhj1·et, to the 
President, through the Secretary of State of the United States, 
~ copy of which, fogether with thf' answ1•1· thereto, is 
hert~with laid bel<)re you for your int'ornmtion, by which it 
will be seen, that the Pre~iclent fully reco~nizes the claim of 
Texas to t1H• Rio Grande, accordinK to her limits, as declared 
by the Act oftbc Congress of the Republic of 'l'exas, passed in 
December, 1 36. \Vben Texas consented to enter the Union, 
it was fully understood by both contracting parti~. that the 
Rio Grandt>, from its mouth to its source, formecl the rightful 
boundarybetween 'fexasand Mexico, and 'l't•xas confidently 
expected, that no other boundary would b~ consented to in 
any treaty between the 1Inited States nnd i\lcxico. , We haYe 
every reason still to be satisfied, that we ha Ye confided those 



12 

rights in part to the keeping and management of the President 
and his constitutional ad\ iscrs. 

Since the organization of our State Go\'ernment, our frontier 
settlements have greatly a(hraneccl, and are still rapidly ad
vancing under the liberal and efilcient proteclion given to them 
by the orders of the President. Companies are now stationed 
at all points where they arc called fur to pro1oct our people 
against the thefts and hostilities of the various Indian Tribes. 
TheGeneralGovemment has found some inconvenience and em
barrassment in the management of"their ]ndian affairs in Texas 
in consequence of not owning or having full control over our 
public aud umippropriate<l land upon which the Indians roam. 
This inconvenience and emlmrra8smont must daily increase 
until the obstacles arc removed. This consideration, together 
with the various other reasons urged in my Message to the 
Legislature at the beginning of its Inst. Session, makes it my du
ty to call your ut.tcntion again to thcsubjcctofthc sale of our 
public lands. The sale of our unapprnpriated domain to the 
General Go\·ernment will enable the State to p~y her debt, and 
.and place it in the power of' that Government to g ive to the 
frontier of our State the most complete protection. 

During the last year a number of Indian Tribes, chiefly of 
the Lipan Nation, came frorn Mexico and lpcated themselves 
on tlic Rio Grande and on the head waters ol' the Goloraclo 
.river, within the limits of the ::>ta.to of'J'exas, a.nd seem to be 
disposed to remain in that region. 

Several of the chiefs of those tl'ibes Yisited Executive of 
the the State, at Austin, in January last, when they were in
formed that the lands they occupied belonged to tho State of 
Texas, and that they could not be permitted to remain perma
nently within I.be limits of the State. Leave was however giv
en them to remain, provided they would conduct themselves 
properly, and make a crop of corn, during ·which time it was 
hoped that the General Government could dispose of them by 
removing them beyond the limits of the State. Soon after that 
inlel'vicw was had with those Indians, I addressed to the Sec
.retary or \'\"ar of the Unitc<l :::itates n communication upon the 
subject of 1heir remo\·al n. copy of which, together with 
the reply thereto is he rewith laid before you. 

Near the close of the last session, the Legislature passed an 
act aulhori7.ing and requiring the Governor of the State to ap
point by and with the ad rice and consent of the Senate, one or 
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more not exceeding three persons commissioners to select a 
proper place on which to erect a State Pcuilcnliary, and making 
provisions for commencing the proper building:i, &c. That net 
having passed so :.hort a time belorc the adjournment of the 
Legislature, an<l at a time when the Executive 'vas much oc
cupied with other public bn:sinesll, the provi.-.ions of the act re
quiring the Executive to nominate thbse commissioners to the 
Senate was overlooked, consequently no 1!1cps could be taken 
during the rece s of the Srnatc, towards carrying out the pro
vi~ions of that Law: indeed it is quc,,;tionable whether f<Ufficient 
time intervened between the passage of the la"r and the ad
journment of tbe Legislature, to hn.ve enabled the E.xecuth'c to 
make n judicious selt"ction of eommi~sioncr::1 under the law ... 
his attention had b'een especially directed to the subject. 'l'he 
delay tbnfl <..-a.used i' to be regretted, as :mch a prison is much 
needed in this State. 

The Legi ·lature having n~glectcd at its last session to carry 
out the provi.sionl:l of a. law passed by that body, requiring the 
Gommi~sio11er oftbe General Land Oilice to be elected by joint 
ballot of the Legislature, that office became vacant on the 22d 
day of December la.1t. It is by no means dear, that the power 
to fill that vacancy is vested in the Executive of tlie State. .A.s 
the Executive of the State, I would never exercise n doubtful 
power, except in a case of great necessity, and would not even 
in such <'ases, cC1uld its exercise prcjuclicc the rights of individ
uals. Jn the instance now considered, the whole bu.sine."!1:1 of 
every department of the Land Office was about to be suspended; 
hundredti and perhaps thousands of our citizens were anxiously 
wh•hiog to obtain patents for their lands; the \vhole record:-s and 
papers of that office, which contain HO many proofs of the valu
able right!! of the people, were about to be left withonta keeper. 
Moved by these consideratiom•, I determined lo exercise a 
doubtful power, nn<l appoint a Commis~ioner until au election 
could be had by the Legislature to till the place. I appointed 
Col. 'rho:;. \Ym. Ward, a gentleman '"ho hi\.'i for sev<'rru ycnrs 
filled that office with great ability and fidelity. The rights of no 
indh-idual can be prejudiced by ha.ving the business of that 
ollice regularly tmusacted, whilst the State and thou:sands of 
our cifrr.cns have been accommodated. Several tbou,.and pa
tents ha,·c been is,.ued by the Commissioner since his la.~t .ap
pointment, nnd ina:;mnch a~ bis right to act under that app~int
ment may be questioned, I rcspe.ctfttUy sugge:>t to the Legtsla-
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tare tlre proprlcty of passing a law legalizing all of Ills acts" 
done under said appointment. • 

The records and paper,- of the General Land Office arc now 
in most admirable order; but they are un~a.f c in the wooden 
building in which they arc now <lcpo~itcd. Record::; and pa
per~, so very valuable to our citizens, ~hould be kept in the 
most secure manner. The building now occupied is uncom
fortable, and ill constructed for tran,acting the bufliness of the 
office. I therefore recommend that provision be made for 
erecting a houlSc more secure and convenient for that depa.rt
men~ of the Govermnent. 

Several suits have been commenced by individuals in the 
. ~urts, the object of whicb1 it is un<ler:itood, is to procure a de

CIBion by the 8upreme Court of the United 8tntes, establishing 
as legal aud valid a large nwnber of hcadright claims to land 
against the State ofTexa.'l, u~ually termed "fraudulent claims." 
It is probable that some of these suit.'i will be taken to the Su
_ereme Court of the U nitcd States before the next meeting of tb8 
Legislature of Texas; and iu that event t~ State will have no 
cou.nsel to represent her intete::;t in that court. , Onr State bu 
vast interests involved in this question, and it is the duty of the 
agen~ of the people to protect them. 

In order to discharge that duty it will be necessary to make 
suitable provision by law to '-'mploy able counsel. It is well 
known that thousands of these clailrui are in existence, and 
should they be cstabli<>hed as binding upon the State, our most 
valuable public domain will be swept away by these frauds. J£ 
they can be legally de{eatl·d, it is the duty of tile rcpreseutativ 
of the pcopleto sec that it is done. Suits have been commen 
in our State Courlll, in various parts of the State to establish 
some of those claims, and it being all important to the State to 
have the proper issues fully and fairly made in the records, and 
it neither being the duty nor convenknt in all cases for the At
torney Gcneml of the State to attend to them, the Executive 
regarded it as hU. duty to employ able counsel to u.q ·ist the Dis. 
triet Attornies in these cru cs. He therefore retained Volney E. 
Howard Esq., a gentleman well qualified for the task. And I 
now recommend that a suitable appropriation be made to ena
ble the Executive of the State to have ita intcr~ts ably defend
ed in all such suits. 

As the law stands at present, the election for Governor, Lieut. 
Governor, and members of the Legislature, takes place biennial-
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ly on the first Monday in N overober,-the Legislature convenes 
on the second Monday of December next thereafter, and the 
votes for Governor and Lieut. Governor mu:1t be counted, and 
the names of the persons cle!!tcd declared by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, during the first week of the session. 
I think it will be found from expedence, that the time allowed 
for making the returns of the electoral votes in such cases, is 
too short It would, therefore, be well to change the time of 
holding these elections, or change the time of convening the 
Legislature. 

The eleventh section of the fifth article of the Constitution 
of the State provides that in all cases, except in those of treason 
and impeachment, the Executive shall have power after convic
tion, to grant reprieves and pardons; and under such rules as 
the Legislature may pre'cribc1 he shall have power to remit 
fines and forfeitures. The Legislature failed -at its last session 
to prescribe the rules which are to govern the Executive in re
mitting fines and forfeitures. And as some cases have hereto
fore, and others may hereafter be presented which require the 
exercise of the power intended to be given to the Executive by 
the latter parf of said section, this subject requires legislative 
action. 

I herewith lay before you tne report of the Secretary of State, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the Adjutant 
General, each of which contains suggestions of alterations in 
the laws which have relation to the dinerent departments from 
which they emanate. To each of these reports I call your at· 
tention. 

I also transmit, with thjs communication, the annual reports 
of the Comptroller and Treasurer of the State, made to the Exe
cutive according to the requisitions of the law, which show the 
financial condition of the State. Each of these reports contain 
important suggestions. It is especially important to notice the 
suggestions contained at length ju the report of the Comptr(\l.ler, 
to which I call the earnest attention of the Legislature. 

A practice of interchanging laws, decisions of the supreme 
courts, and other public documents, has grown up amongst the 
States of the Union which is mutually beneficial. Under it an 
easy and cheap means of obtaining the law·s and decisions of 
the courts of the sister States is established, which will enable 
our judges and other public officers to acquaint themselves 
with the laws and decisions of the courts of the other States. 
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Mo~t of the States have regularly under tJ1i~ CU!4tom tran~mitted 
to the Executive of 'rexas for the u.se of the State, !:;incc its or
ganization, their laws. the rt•ports of their courts, and other 
valuable public documents. The ExccutiYc hn.q, in rctnrn, only 
been able to fumi;:h to each of the 8tatcs a copy of the nets of our 
our Inst Legi~lature, no provision ha\·ing her<'loforc been made 
by law for the pnrpo::ie. I therefore solicit the attention of the 
Legii>lature to thi::1 subject. 

Uourtcsy towards a sister State require~ that I should lay 
before you for your considcmtion the urrompanying Joint 
Re::<oluhon pn::i:::ed by the General Al'lscmbly of the :State of 
M.i:-:<ouri upon the subject of the regular army of the United 
States. • 

Before clo:\ing this communication, I must call th<> attention 
• of the Legislature to a subject which is deeply interc.:1ting to 

the people of 'l'exa.s,and to aU of the sla\·e-holding States of the 
Union. fa it not a little strange that whilst some communities 
in the northern parts of the ~nion arc coustnntly and violently 
denouncing the war with :\lexico a.-i unnC('.c:<sary, unjtrst, un
holy and immorn\-astiailing and denouncing the Executive of 
the r uion for prosecuting the war, and invoking the bittcrm1t 
mi:<fortune.s upon all wbo favor or engage i11 it; tbey arc the 
fir t who hnvc raised a dh:pute in regard to the dispo:<ition 
which ~ball be mude of the Territory which they anticipate 
will be conquered and retained by our Oo\'crnment, and that 
they t!hould claim the right of appropriating 1mch territory to 
their own cx<fosive use? J t would ~cc111 to be more consiRt
cnt with their expres:;ed feeling of holy horror at this war, if 
they should dt•clare that they will nc\-.u polutc t~crnsclvc.s by 
placing their fl'ct uron soil thus acquired, nor pocket one dollar 
of it.-1 procecd:o. Y ct tbo!<C people are making every effort to 
deny to the citizcn;i of the Sooth nny share in the benefits and 
privileges which may remit from the ucc1uil1ition of territory by 
thorwar with Mexfoo. They do not iiay in 110 many words that 
wc ~hall he excluded from sharing in tlu• benefits rc:;ulting from 

• such conq uc..it, yet snch would be the con:.ct1ucncc which would 
nault from their doctrioe9. Adopt their YicwM, and no citizen 
of~ South, who is a slave-holder, would be permitted to emi
grate to any part of such acquired territory, without parting 
with that portion of bis property which wc generally regard as 
most valuable. 

As an evidence (comparatively slight) of what is being done 
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.Lnd imid in portions of the ~orth upon thiR 1mbj<•ct, I now la; 
before you copie.s of re5olation::i pa~11ec1 by the Legh1lature of the 
State:i of Rhode bland and Vermont and recently fon,.arded to 
the Executive of Texas. It i::1 proper too that tlwy i(hould be 
accompanied by a copy of rcsoltuion,. pai!sed in March la.'it by 
the L cgitilaturc of tbc Stale of Virginia whiC"h I likewise lay 
before you, and to which I ask your most liLvomble con1:1idera
tion. "\Vhat right has CongrPss to pa.cis u law which i::i to be 
unchangeable, and perpctnally to govern nnd control the do
mc:;tic rights and regulate the· intcrnu l policy of 11ny 8tatc? 
What right has the people of one portion of t11e Htntel! to pass· 
laws regulating and coutroling the right,. oftlie citizens of anotl1('r 
f:Hate, where tho);c wlto make im<·h laws have no rights as ci
tizcm;? 'l'he Sou• does not a<1k th<' Congrc:i:- of the U. tatcs 
to inwrft>rc directly or indirectly, throngh legislation or other
w i ... e, either to e:-tabli:"h or aboli11h "la wry in any tcrrit1ny. 
All that we ask is that the Republican p;inciplc of f<t!lf-govcrn
mcnl :-1hall not be abridg~~d or tmmplrd upon, that the people 
of each tC"rritory and ~tale shall lw Jcrt to pa ...... l11w/." .. uitable to 
their O\Vn l~le and happincs,;:, r<·~traim•d :-o far a:< only th<'y 
have C)iprcs!!ly parted with their politieal power;i hy the Cou
lilitution of the United State:<. According to that <...:on~titution 
the people of every territory l>elongin.., to the r 11itcd State· 
hn.vc the right to be admitted into the Dnion U"I a 8tntc, whru
ever they have a sulTicieut population, nnd pr<'"<>nt to Congre~:> 
n R<'publiran form of State govcrnm<•nt. No other question 
can be !t"gitimutdy made when the people of any territory claim 
nclmi,.sio11 iuto the Union as a State. J prcsmnc that the peo
ple of 'l'!•xa:,i are ~alisfied to 11nhmil thl' qucstio11 of the arquisi
titm of T c•rritory to the dcch-1ion of thr l'rc,.i<l<·nt and his con
stitutional advi1:<erl", but when it is acquin•d, they C"laim to be 
joint owner:; with the other ~tnte~, they d11i111 no exclusive J>ri
vilegc in 8l1Ch territory and :1hould :1uhmit to 110 ,inch claim. 

'l'he people of 'l'cx~ cannot he julltlyaeeu .. ed of being want
ing in attachment to the Uniou. 'rh<'y have iiho\\·n th•ir at
tachment and devotion to it by voluntarily rntrriu~ it. 

The South ha. .. not sought nor did they wM1 tbi. .. dispute.
It is the result of an unjtt.-;t dit"tpo"ition Oil the pnrt of ~ome or 
the Northern 8tnte:s, to intermeddh• with tht' right~ and institu
tions of the South. 'l'hose Nortlu>rn p<'oplc ar~ the oggressori', 
and it is our duty to join with thC' other State=< of the Sontll, in 
re:ih1tin~ their cttOrt:s with m'.lnly firmnc::i. \Vhcn has any por-
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ti on of the South presumed to dictate a change in any policy of 
any Northern State, or meddle with their laws or institutions? 
If our Legislators commit political errors, they are only respon
sible to their constituents--if we sin by .adopting any policy or 
law, we are responsible for the sin to God alone. 'fhe people 
of the North are neither our guardians, confessors, or our con
l'Cience keepers. 

In concluding upon this subject, I will repeat that the South 
has not sought or commenced this contest ; but if the North 
will force it upon us, w e will meet it with hearts prepared for 

. its very worst dangers, confiding in the justness of our cause, )' 
and our ability to maintain ou1 rights. 

J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON . • On motion of Mr. Williamson the two Houses then proceed-
ed to the election of a Senator to represent the State of Texas 
in the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. Williamson, on the part of the Senate nominated Sam 
Houston-no other nomination being made; on calling the roll 
of the Senate; the following Senators voted for Sam Houston. 

Messrs-Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, 
Jewett, .:\foRae, Navarro, Perkins, Parker, \Villiarns, Wootten, 
Wallace and Williamson. 

Mr. Burleson ''oted for Antonio Navarro. 
" Dancy voted for James Webb. 

Upon casting up the votes of both Houses, the Speaker an
nounced that Sam Houston had received a. majority of all the 
Yotes, and declared him duly and constitutionally elected Sen
ator to represent the State of Texas in the Congress of the Uni
ted States for the next ensuing six years. 

On motion of M:r. Parker, the Senate returned to their Cham
ber. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the resolution offered by him on 
yesterday, in relation to the rules of the Senate, was taken up, 
nod ~- lea\·e he withdrew the same. 

On motion of l\lr. Jewett, the Senate adjoumed until to-mor
row morning, 10 o'clock. 


